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Do you and Will You? 
A Sermon for The Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

12 January 2014 
St. Aidan Anglican Church 

 
Today marks the end of the “Festal Season” of Christmastide – the Christmas crèche and 
decorations are removed and we put away our celebrating, and we lean into the 
“manifestations” – or epiphanies – that accompany the Advent of the Messiah 
 
Last week, the first epiphany was the manifestation of God’s invitation to the Gentiles as 
we remembered the Wise Men coming to worship the newborn King 
 
This week, is the manifestation at Jesus’ Baptism, the “epiphany” that Jesus’ Kingship is 
characterized by sacrifice and suffering 

 Although this is the end of the festivities with this important festal day, today’s 
lessons are really “meat and potatoes” aspects to our faith 

 Today we are reminded about who Jesus is – Do you believe it? – and how Jesus 
calls us to respond – Will you continue…persevere…proclaim…seek and 
serve…strive  

 These realities I’m pointing to are, of course, echoing the words that we will say 
together when we renew our baptismal covenant alongside Curren & Rowan 

 
We will renew this together, as a people; individually, we will confess the covenant, but it is 
a corporate act of recognition and renewal that is key 

 At the baptism of Bryn Olmstead last September on the Feast of Michael and All 
Angels, I heard the story that Beth Hackney told someone later that day that she 
helped to baptize Bryn 

 Beth is clearly a budding theologian, she understood the corporate reality of 
baptism – that we are all incorporated into Christ, our Messiah, and that we 
baptize and recognize covenant inclusion together (it is not just the priest’s job!) 

 Beth knows her creed and, I’m thankful to say, she lives it too! She answers “yes” to 
both kinds of questions that face us today: Will you believe this…? and Will you do 
this…? 

 So what is it that we believe and how should we respond to this? 
 
We believe that Jesus was baptised, demonstrating him to be the beloved Son of God with 
the authority of his Father 

 The Scriptures do not tell us how much Jesus understood of Himself before his 
baptism 

 But we do know that His baptism was a decisive moment for him 
o As he comes up from the water he hears the voice from heaven, in the 

language of Ps 2:7 (“You are my Son”), Gen 22:2 (“beloved Son”), and Isa 
42: 1 (“in whom I delight”) declaring him to be God’s Son, the beloved, 
and Suffering Servant 
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We can only understand Jesus and believe in him rightly by seeing him at this place of 
beginning, by seeing him in relation to God, not only as God’s child, but as his beloved  
child – the child he offers sacrificially and who, through his own suffering, sets the world 
right 

 That is what is expressed in those brief words at his baptism, each one of them so 
very important, they are almost creedal 

 The first words: “This is my Son” picks up language from Ps 2:7, a royal Psalm 
declaring the special relationship that the King of Israel has with God – it is filial 

o Jesus, in the lineage of King David, is the King and if he did not know it 
already (through his uncle Zechariah’s Benedictus), these first 4 words – five 
in Greek – would have alerted him that he is a King 

 The next words: “my beloved” echo the words spoken by God about Abraham’s 
son, Isaac, in Gen 22:2 

o This is the occasion when Abraham and Isaac walked up a mountain one 
day, with Isaac carrying wood on his back, and where Abraham was asked to 
take Isaac, his beloved son, and offer up his entire future as a sacrificial 
offering to God 

o In that poignant story, as they walk up the mountain, Abraham no doubt 
heavy in heart, Isaac asked “Where is the lamb?” – and Abraham, 
prophetically, replied that “God will provide a Lamb” 

o Indeed he does, he provided a Spotless Lamb, his own Son on “Skull 
Mount”  

o It is with these words that Jesus would begin to understand that his path 
will entail a sacrifice that would require his all and break his Father’s heart 

 Finally, the last few words: “with whom I am well pleased” echoes the words from 
our first lesson in Isa 42:1 

o This is the passage that is the first of the four “Servant Songs”  (see 49:1-7; 
50:4-9 and 52:13-53:12) in Isaiah 

o The essential thing communicated here is that God is with his Servant – the 
Servant will receive divine upholding for his task 

o He is the divine choice, he is the object of divine delight, he is filled with 
the divine Spirit, and his work is the divine work of bringing justice to the 
entire world 

o The picture in Isaiah 42 is of a true Servant – he doesn’t bully, he befriends; 
he doesn’t shout, he speaks softly 

o There is no hard sell for those who dismiss him and no harsh argument for 
those who deny him 

o He won’t brush aside a person who is bruised and hurt, nor will he 
disregard the small and insignificant 

o There is no coercion in his approach – only compassion 
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This is the what we believe – we believe Jesus is the Lord & King of all, the Beloved Son of 
God, the Servant of God who sets the world to rights through his own suffering sacrifice 

 This is what the earliest followers, like the Apostle Peter, proclaimed 
 We heard about this in Acts this morning in Peter’s first sermon to the Gentiles 

(remember, we are in Epiphany) 
o As we listen to Peter’s sermon and what he tells Cornelius and his family 

about Jesus the Messiah, it should be no surprise where the content of our 
Apostles’ Creed comes from – it comes from the Apostles teaching in places 
like the Book of Acts: 

o He is the Lord of all (Acts 10:36); anointed by the Holy Spirit (10:38); 
suffered death on a cross (10:39); God raised him on the third day (10:40); 
he is the One appointed by God to judge the living and the dead (10:42) 

o Does that remind you of anything? If not, ask Beth H., she knows her 
Apostles’ Creed and Baptismal Covenant! 

o The key question, and it is one that I will ask you in a few moments is: Do 
you believe? 

 
But faith is not only about believing, it is about doing – the order of course is important 

 We receive, by faith, what Jesus the Messiah and Lord, has done on our behalf by 
sacrificially suffering for us (he pays the price for our sins – we have talked about 
his before; this is the core of the Gospel) 

 We then respond by doing: “Will you continue in…” 
 
It is important to understand something about the way God makes “covenant” and the way 
that we affirm our baptismal “covenant” today: 

 Covenant, is a personal word – it is not a contract, but a binding oath of 
relationship 

 As we rehearse the biblical story we see many covenants: occasions where God 
enters into a binding relationship with his people with the promise of blessings and 
curses 

o Are the blessings of God conditional (you’ve got to be good) or 
unconditional (they are going to come anyway because God loves us so 
much)? 

o The Bible, can seem to be contradictory and sometimes this seems so 
irreconcilable that we don’t follow the biblical balance 

o People either come down on a liberal side – yes God is Holy and we should 
follow the 10 Commandments and the Golden Rule – but God loves us 
and will bless us anyway; or we come down on a conservative side – yes God 
is loving and gentle – but the Law must be kept 

o Which is it: Love or Law? 
o Everybody picks one or the other when they face the tension at the heart of 

the covenant: they are either a relativist or a moralist; either a Sadducee or 
Pharisee; either as free and easy libertine or a guilt-ridden legalist 

o There is the tension all through the biblical narrative on this 
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How do we resolve the tension? 
 
We must remember what God “swore,” remembering the words of Zechariah’s Benedictus, 
that God swore to our forefather Abraham that he would grant us (Luke 1:73) – when did 
God take the oath of the covenant with Abraham? 

 It is in Gen 15 – and if we can understand the heart of the covenant promise there, 
you can grasp the heart of our baptismal covenant 

 God said he would bless Abraham, but Abraham asked, “How can I be sure?” 
 God told him to “cut a covenant” with animals, making an aisle between them 
 This is the normal custom of how a great Lord would make a covenant with a vassal 

o Normally the servant would walk through the pieces as they swore the 
covenant, swearing faithfulness by indicating that they would take the curse 
of being made like these torn and bloody animals if they did not keep 
covenant 

o But in Genesis 15, Abraham waited and waited for God to ask him to swear 
this way until sundown and deep darkness fell upon him, a darkness of 
judgment 

o Then, shockingly it was God who, manifested in a smoking fire pot, passed 
between the pieces (just like at Mount Sinai with Moses) 

o God swore that HE would keep the covenant and if he didn’t the curses 
would fall upon him 

o God is saying, if I don’t keep the promises I will be cut into pieces, I will die  
o The second shock is that Abraham was never called to walk through the 

pieces and “therefore God made a covenant with Abraham” 
o Do you know what this means? It means God was making the promise for 

both of them and was willing to take the curse of the covenant for both of 
them, not only if God failed to keep the promise – but also if Abraham, or 
his descendents, failed to keep the covenant 

o God would bless us no matter what, even if it means his immortality must 
become mortal, even if his glory must be drowned in darkness, even if he 
must be torn to pieces – and he was 

o This is the path that Jesus has revealed to him at his baptism, recalling the 
promise made to Abraham (“God will provide a Lamb”) in the words of 
Gen 22 and in the words spoken about the Suffering Servant in Isa 42 

o It is a Royal path, but a path marked by sacrifice and suffering 
o And that is what Jesus heard was before him at his baptismal call and he 

received the Holy Spirit as the affirmation and empowerment for that 
calling 
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So when we affirm our baptismal covenant when I ask you the “Will you…” statements, we 
know that Jesus has kept the covenant faithfully, ultimately blending law and love, for us: 
Jesus fulfilled the conditions of the law so that God could love us unconditionally 

 Jesus earned the blessings for us with his perfect life, completely fulfilling the terms 
of the covenant 

 Jesus also paid the curse for us with his perfect death, completely fulfilling the 
terms of the curse of the covenant 

 
And not only that, like us we are not left to live out our baptismal covenant alone: 
 

1) First, we receive the Spirit of God to live this life with strength and empowerment 
2) Second, we are welcomed into a family – imperfect and sinful people like us – who 

promise to walk with us 
a. That is, as much as we know that Luke & Jenn, Tyler and Tamara, along 

with the godparents of Rowan and Curren will be on the front line of 
loving and learning with them, all of us today are called to be “family” to 
them too 

b. We raise our children in the faith as a people, as a parish; as a community, 
as a church 

 
In this, Beth was spot on – we (not just me) baptise these two boys this morning and 
together we reaffirm our own promises to believe (Do you…?) and to behave (Will you…?) in 
ways that will bear the marks of Jesus in our own lives and in solidarity with the baptismal 
candidates, their parents, and godparents 
 
So let’s now do  that….Will  you follow us to the font? 
 
As you follow, please bring your BAS,  as we are led by the crucifer and choir, followed by 
the clergy and the candidates and their parents/godparents, and then all of you  
 


